The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/

INSIDE

Monday, April 21, 2003
Volume 55, Issue 27

UTB/TSC gets world-class chess coach
By Ildefonso Ortiz
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
The man who trained chess legends Anatoly Karpov and Garry
Kasparov is now training the
UTB/TSC Chess Team.
Roman Dzindzichashvili, himself a famous chess player, having

Volunteers
spruce up
Buena Vida

twice
been
U.S. champion, is one of
the most prolific
chess
instructors in
Dzindzichashvili
the
world.
Among his works are the chessstrategy videos "Roman Forum."

Student Activities Director
Vince Solis, who served on the
search committee for a chess
coach, said he was impressed by
Dzindzichashvili's credentials.
"We interviewed four candidates," Solis said. "What drew us
right away were his extremely
high qualifications. He's a world-

renown chess player. He has …
connections with world-class
chess players. His credentials are
impeccable."
Dzindzichashvili
includes
among his chess students two of
the world's greatest players,
See ‘Chess,’ Page 6

Junior criminal justice
major Frank Muñiz and
sophomore bilingual
education major Lily
Galindo take to the
dance floor after being
crowned this year's
Bougainvillea king and
queen at the ball held
April 12 at the Jacob
Brown Auditorium.
Other royal court members were announced as
follows: Juan Picazo,
prince; Maribel
Elizondo, princess;
Jorge Alfaro, duke;
Daisy Escalante,
duchess; Nathan Perez,
count; Patty Hinojosa,
countess; Luis
Gutierrez, lord; and
Ceci Rivera, lady. More
than 400 people attended the event.

By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer
Streets of the Buena Vida
neighborhood are looking cleaner after more than 200 people
from community and university
organizations volunteered their
time and labor to collect brush
and trash and sweep the streets
as part of the Community
Outreach Partnership Center's
"Let's Keep It Clean" project.
"The purpose of COPC is to
take a neighborhood in the city
and try to propose revitalization
projects," Rodolfo Guerra, director of the COPC program, said
during an interview April 12, the
day of the cleanup. "Today, we
have a combination of community and university organizations
[to help clean]."
CHRIS AGUILAR/COLLEGIAN

Camarillo, Salinas vying for SGA presidency
By Josie Ruiz
Collegian Online Editor
Student
Government
Association President Edward
Camarillo will face challenger
Alex Salinas in his bid for reelection this week. A debate
between the presidential candi-

dates is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the
S t u d e n t
Union's Gran
Salon.
Edward Camarillo
The
SGA
election will take place from 9
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday

First clinical breast
cancer study to begin
in fall
More than 1,000
women are expected to
take part in UTB/TSC's
first clinical study on
breast cancer.
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Bougainvillea royals

See ‘Buena Vida,’ Page 5
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and Thursday
in the Tandy
Hall,
South
Hall
and
Student Union
lobbies.
Alex Salinas
Camarillo
graduated in December with a
bachelor's degree in education

and is currently taking more
undergraduate courses. Salinas,
currently the SGA's vice president for Historical Archives, is a
senior marketing major.
The Collegian asked the presidential candidates what their
See ‘Elections,’ Page 11

SGA to Legislature:
Budget cuts are too
drastic
When
UTB/TSC
President Juliet V.
García walked into the
Student Government
Association meeting on
April 11 to talk about
the state-mandated
budget cuts for higher
education, she was
pleasantly surprised to
find out the group had
done its homework.

Page 8
Scorpions out of
playoffs but still
playing hard
The
UTB/TSC
Scorpions faced the
Laredo
Community
College Palominos in a
four-game series on
April 12-13. The first
three games, which
were
conference
matches, were won by
Laredo and the fourth
game, a non-conference match, was won
by UTB/TSC.
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The Disability Awareness Club will
meet at 12:15 p.m. today in the Student
Union's Bougainvillea Room. For more
information, call counselor Steve
Wilder at 983-7374.
Applications for the 2003 Student
Leadership Awards are due Tuesday. A
banquet is scheduled at 7 p.m. Friday in
the Fortress Room at the Village at Fort
Brown. The event will honor top student
leaders, advisers and student organizations. You must RSVP with Sergio
Martinez Jr. by Wednesday at the Vice
President for Student Affairs Office at
554-5134 or e-mail him at s_martinezjr@utb.edu. You may also RSVP at
http://www.sa.utb.edu/leadership.htm.
Each organization may bring two representatives from the club (preferably
president and vice president) and one
adviser to the ceremony.
The Broadway musical Swing! will
be presented at 8 p.m. Tuesday at the
Jacob Brown Auditorium. Tickets are
$50, $40, $25 and $12. For more information, call UTB/TSC Arts and
Entertainment at 983-7945.
Student recitals are scheduled at 1
p.m. Friday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is free. For more information, call 544-8247.
The Gorgas Science Society will
meet at 1 p.m. Friday in Life and Health
Sciences Room 2.806. Elections are
planned for next year's president and
treasurer, and volunteers will be accepted for a beach cleanup on Saturday. For
more information, e-mail the society at
gorgassociety@yahoo.com.
Dean of Students Mari FuentesMartin and Director of Student
Activities and Housing Vince Solis will
address the Student Government
Association during its general meeting
at 1:30 p.m. Friday in the Student Union
Veranda. For more information, call the
SGA at 554-5034.
The Office of Student Activities will
sponsor the Spring 2003 Flag Football
Tournament from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday behind the Life
and Health Sciences Building. Trophies
will be awarded to first-, second- and
third-place winners. The free tournament will have men's and co-ed divisions and is open to students, faculty and
staff. For more information, contact
Vince Solis or Eloy Alvarez at 5545137.
Phi Theta Kappa will meet at 10
a.m. Saturday in the Student Union's
Jacaranda Room. For more information,
contact Janie Ureña at janieurena@hot-

mail.com.
Sigma Delta Pi will conduct a workshop titled "Cuentame un Cuento" for
children ages 6 to 10 years old at 11 a.m.
Saturday at the Arnulfo Oliveira
Memorial Library. .
Works by Fine Arts Professor Carlos
G. Gómez will be on exhibit through
May 11 at La Peña Gallery, 227
Congress Ave. in Austin. A reception is
scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday.
"Noche de Mariachi," a concert
fund-raiser for UTB/TSC's Mariachi
Escorpión, takes place at 8 p.m. April
29 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Tickets
are $5 per person. Funds raised will help
finance the group's trip to a conference
in Albuquerque, N.M., in July. To purchase tickets, call the office of Fine Arts
at 544-8247 or 544-8943.
UTB/TSC and Valley Regional
Medical Center will sponsor a conference titled "Caring for the Care-Giver"
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. May 3 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Topics include
"Who Cares for Whom? Healthy
Caring," "Skills for a Lifetime of
Caring," "Stand Up For Yourself, Be
Assertive," and "Taking Care of
Yourself When You Are the CareGiver." Registration is $15 for
UTB/TSC students, staff and community members before May 2. To register,
call Connie Hayes, program director for
Medical Health Sciences/Continuing
Education, at 554-5131.
Students who borrowed graphing calculators or calculator manuals are asked
to return them by noon May 7 at the
office of Assistant Professor Olivia
Garcia, located in SET-B 2.526 or at the
Office of the Department of
Mathematics, SET-B 2.454, in order to
avoid the $20 late fee. Students who
wish to lease a graphing calculator during May or Summer sessions will be
notified of those dates from their professors. For more information, call Garcia
at 574-6634.
The
International
Students
Organization is sponsoring a trip to
Guadalajara and Morelia, two beautiful Mexican colonial cities with wonderful weather and 500 years of history. The
tour departs at 9 a.m. May 18 from the
International Bridge in Matamoros and
returns at noon May 25. Transportation
is via chartered bus. Cost of the trip is
$200 (transportation and hotel accommodations). For more information, contact Gerardo Lara at jerry_lara@hotmail.com.
Professors Celia Flores-Feist and

William Davis urge Phi Theta Kappa
members to place an early order for the
Phi Theta Kappa commencement
regalia to ensure on-time delivery for
spring graduation. Phi Theta Kappa
makes available for purchase the golden
monogrammed honors stole and golden
tassel exclusively for Phi Theta Kappa
graduates. To view these graduation
accessories,
visit
http://recognitions.ptk.org.
Students
applying
for
the
Educational
Aide
Exemption
Program for Summer 2003 must submit applications to the Financial
Assistance Office, Tandy Hall 206,
between now and Oct. 1. For more
information, visit the Financial
Assistance Office.
Associate Professor Richard Urbis
will perform "9-11," the award-winning
musical composition by junior music
major Adam Sovkoplas, at 6 p.m. April
28 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is free. Sovkoplas was
awarded a $1,500 Alpha Chi Nolle
Scholarship for his composition. Two
ensembles and two soloists will perform
additional compositions by Sovkoplas at
the event.
Lucy Willis, a professor of Spanish in
the Modern Languages Department,
will discuss "Creating the Dual
Language University" on the radio
program "Society Under Fire," which
airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 3:30 p.m.
Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9). Willis is
co-director, with David Pearson, associate professor of sociology in the
Behavioral Sciences Department, of
UTB/TSC's new Dual Language
Certification Program.
The summer research opportunity at
the University of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio with the Mental
Health Research Gateway Program is
still available for interested students. For
more information, call Sandra Gerace,
of the Office of Premedical Education
and Biomedical Research Programs, at
554-5059.
Robert Kaman, of the University of
North Health Science Center's Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences, will be
on campus at 1 p.m. Thursday in Life
and Health Sciences Room 1.810 to
recruit first-year graduate students for
the Ph.D. bridge and also will accept
undergraduates for the summer programs. For more information, call
Sandra Gerace, of the Office of
Premedical Education and Biomedical
Research Programs, at 554-5059.
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First clinical breast cancer
study to begin in fall
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
More than 1,000 women are expected to take part in UTB/TSC's first clinical study on breast cancer.
Gerson Peltz, associate professor of
Biological Sciences and principal
investigator for the project, said participants will be recruited from the
Mammography Center at Valley
Baptist Medical Center in Harlingen.
"The [hospital] is partnering in this
project," Peltz said. "They have a
mammography center over there and
we will recruit the women through
screening mammograms."
Earlier this semester, the university
received a $1 million grant from the
Defense Department for the study,
which will take four years to complete,
Peltz said. A team of researchers will
try to determine factors involved for
the low-incidence rate of breast cancer
among Hispanic women.
"We speculate some reasons for
that," Peltz said when asked about
Hispanic women's low-incidence rate.
"One of them, of course, could be
under-reporting. We have unreported
cases of breast cancer in this population for several reasons. In particular,
here in the border, we assume that
some women could be crossing the
border and seeking medical care in
Matamoros, but we cannot say that this
is the main reason."
Peltz also said another determining
factor could be related to the lack of
risk factors or some protective factors
that might play a role in the lower rates
among Hispanic women.
Peltz said there are two components
to the project: one is to train faculty
members of the university to conduct
the research aspect of the project, and
the second is the research project
itself.
"In September, we'll start to create
the foundation for the project," Peltz
said. "Fifty percent of this grant is for
training proposals. So we will train

our people from
UTB in order to
be ready to start
the
research
component
in
September
2004."
Other members
of
the
Gerson Peltz
research team
are
Maureen
Sanderson, an associate professor of
Epidemiology at the University of
Texas in Houston School of Public
Health; Nancy McGowan, an associate
professor in the Associate Degree
Nursing program; and Matthew
Johnson, lecturer for Behavioral
Sciences.
Johnson said he was hesitant when
asked to help conduct the study, but
after he spoke to Peltz and Sanderson,
he realized he had a lot to contribute.
"I realized that I could contribute my
knowledge of behavioral science to the
development of a questionnaire,"
Johnson said. "I might also, in the
future, have the opportunity to apply
principles from social and cognitive
psychology, my specific areas of
expertise, toward the prevention of
breast cancer."
Johnson said the research team
hopes to identify whether hormonal
levels, diet and body weight are risk
factors regarding the development of
breast cancer. He said once these factors are determined, steps can be taken
to identify whether one is at risk of
developing breast cancer and/or ways
to reduce the risk of developing breast
cancer.
"We can be part of a team of universities in this country that are considered at high levels of research," Peltz
said when asked about the importance
and benefits of receiving the grant.
"It's very important for the university
to be involved with this kind of
research and receive this kind of
money in order to attract more and
more students to come and join us."
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Mayoral candidates on campus
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Brownsville mayoral candidates Henry Gonzalez (from left), Ernie
Hernandez, Eddie Treviño and Robert Uresti answer questions
during a forum sponsored by political science honor society Pi
Sigma Alpha. The topics ranged from the railroad relocation and
security at city parks to the weir project and the failed Texas
Southmost College bond issue. Gonzalez, who served as mayor in
the mid-1990s, currently serves as city commissioner along with
Hernandez and Treviño. Uresti is a teacher at Lopez High School.
City elections are set for May 3.

Plaza Square
Motor Lodge
“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME”

Large Meeting Area
Pool, Restaurant & Lounge
Free Coffee & Snack for Breakfast
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates Available
24/7 Security
Refrigerator/Microwave/Hot Plates
Free Local Calls
Fax and copying services
10 percent discount with university ID

Rooms From

Corrections
--An article in the April 14 issue of The Collegian incorrectly reported that
Kristina Lee Martinez is seeking an associate’s degree. In fact, she is seeking
a bachelor’s degree in nursing.
--A Viewpoint column in the April 14 issue of The Collegian indicated
Alma Rocha graduated in 2001. In fact, she graduated in 2002.

$2900 SPECIAL

Beautiful, tropical courtyard setting
Contact Information
Phone: (956) 546-5104
Fax: (956) 548-0243
E-Mail: arvintucker@aol.com

2255 Central Blvd.
Brownsville,Texas 78520
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SGA to Legislature: Budget cuts are too drastic
By Analiz Gonzalez
Staff Writer
When UTB/TSC President Juliet
V. García walked into the Student
Government Association meeting on
April 11 to talk about the state-mandated budget cuts for higher education, she was pleasantly surprised to
find out the group had done its
homework.
They told García they had written
letters urging the Texas Legislature
to reduce the percentage of the
money being cut from the UTB/TSC
budget.
In the letters, SGA members tell
the lawmakers that this is not the
time to cut the budget, as García has
told the Legislature in Austin.
About 10 to 15 members of the
SGA are planning a trip to Austin on
Saturday so that they can personally
address state lawmakers on the issue.
Earlier this year, Gov. Rick Perry
asked all state agencies to reduce
their budgets by 12.5 percent.
"[The lawmakers] just need that
strong push of how hard it is going
to be for them to come back here and

ask for our votes if we got cut,"
García said. "So tell them whatever
you find in your heart is necessary to
say. We need you to join us in this
argument. We are not going to let
this happen to us silently."
It is simplistic to cut all the universities in the same way, when
some universities are already at such
a large financial disadvantage,
García said.
"Some universities in the state of
Texas have been supported [by the
state budget] for 50 or 60 years and
are able to stand on their own," she
said. "We are 10 or 11 years old and
are completely dependent [on budget
support]. … If you feed us for just a
little bit longer, in a few years we
will be completely independent, but
not if you pull the rug from under us.
"It's important that we make that
argument, that we make it to our
Legislature and that we make it to
the people in our community."
In his letter to the Legislature,
Vice President for Finance Sergio
Martinez wrote, "My classes are
packed with Texans who work all
day and go to school all night to

learn and make themselves better
citizens. Older generations and
younger generations alike are looking for opportunities to learn and
grow, but lately all we hear is that
we shall not be given the opportunities to learn and grow due to budget
cuts.
"Explain to me how Texas and the
United States can be called the land
of opportunity when we are taking
away the greatest opportunity you
can give, a good education.
UTB/TSC is a good university, but it
does not satisfy the rapidly growing
demand. Your fellow Texans need
more! Your fellow children need
more. The investment in our Texans
will pay for more than you can ever
imagine. Please don't stop the
growth. Please give us the opportunity to succeed. We need it, we want
it, and we will fight for it."
In other business, SGA President
Edward Camarillo announced that
more than 1,000 students cast votes
in the Bougainvillea king and queen
elections.
Camarillo also announced that the
Scorpion Images Design Committee

met with a graphics artist and is
working on the design of a
UTB/TSC shirt that can be marketed
to students and the community.
Camarillo also reported that the
SGA is "thinking about naming the
scorpion. … This will be a student
decision," he said. "We are going to
try to do surveys or some sort of
contest in the future."
Senator at Large Carlos Garza
thanked everyone who donated
goods for the soldiers overseas.
Under old business, the SGA noted
that there "really are no designated
smoking areas on campus." Members
are looking at proposing designated
areas as well as clarifying the rules
for non-smoking by posting signs
that leave no room for confusion.
Martinez announced that the
Student Leadership Banquet, in
which the new SGA members will be
sworn in, is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Friday in the former Fort Brown
Hotel's Fortress Room. The Student
Government Association, the Dean
of Students Office, and the Office of
Student Activities will sponsor the
banquet.
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Buena Vida
Continued from Page 1
Organizations such as UTB/TSC's Phi
Theta Kappa, Student Government
Association, Criminal Justice Club,
Gorgas Science Society, Club Cultural
Latinoamericano and Students Toward
Excellence in Medicine, along with
community organizations like Youth
Build, Boys and Girls Club, and Boy
Scouts of America walked the streets and
alleys of the Buena Vida neighborhood,
broom in hand, picking up trash and piling up debris for a City of Brownsville
crew that loaded the debris onto a truck.
"The City of Brownsville is also
donating their services, employees and
their equipment," said Dean of Students
Mari Fuentes-Martin. "They're also providing the tools and the trash bags and
gloves and other equipment that we
need."
Also taking part were teenagers from
the Cameron County Juvenile Probation
Center, Guerra said.
Volunteers were dispersed throughout
the neighborhood, which was divided
into a quadrant to cover as much ground
as possible. The major area of cleanup
stretched from Seventh to 14th streets
and from Madison Street to U.S.
Highway 77.
"Buena Vida was picked [by COPC]

On Campus
even before the grant originated because
it's deemed a distressed area that needs a
lot of help," Guerra said.
Residents of the neighborhood,
encouraged by the hard work from volunteers, took out their trash as people
raked the grounds and swept the streets.
"We passed out about a thousand fliers
to the people of the neighborhood; most
of them responded by taking out their
trash and putting it in the curb for the
City of Brownsville crew," Guerra said.
"We also had a lot of residents come out
and help us."
Guerra said 20 people from the neighborhood participated in the cleanup.
"I've also had some comments from
some of the different groups that went
out and they've said most of the residents
came out to help clean."
Walter Alcantar, a student volunteering with Youth Build was one of many
students involved in COPC's cleanup
project.
"It makes me feel good to give back to
the community, to keep Brownsville
clean," Alcantar said.
The "Let's Keep It Clean" project was
scheduled in conjunction with National
Youth Service Day, which generated
another volunteer effort at Longoria
Elementary School, 2400 E. Van Buren
St., where 12 UTB/TSC School of
Education students helped build the
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Members of Youth Build pick up trash along an alley in the Buena Vida
neighborhood.
foundation for a playground for the prekinder and kindergarten students.
"We're so close by, it's good that we
get out and see the community and all
these students are getting a chance to see
what working at a school is like," said
John Sutterby, an assistant professor for
Curriculum and Instruction.
Sutterby received a $500 grant from
State Farm to work on the Longoria
playground, which he used to purchase
lumber for the wooden fencing and other
materials.
Volunteers began working at 8 a.m.
and were given pizza for their hard
work.

Guerra said future projects will follow
the Buena Vida neighborhood cleanup.
The Buena Vida neighborhood's revitalization is funded by a $400,000 grant
from the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.
"We have three major project categories, which are the development of a
Center for Civic engagement, the neighborhood revitalization program and the
leadership and organizational training
program," Guerra said. "We just got an
agreement with the City of Brownsville
to invest $250,000 in Edelstein Park,
which is within the neighborhood
boundaries."

Campus Police Reports
The following are among the incidents reported by Campus Police April 813.
At 7:16 p. m. April 8, a Toyota and a Chevrolet Trailblazer collided in the
general parking lot next to the Regional Academic Health Center. No other
information was available.
At 6 a.m. April 10, a Physical Plant worker reported that the weed cutter he
was using behind Cavalry Hall hurled a rock into his work vehicle, breaking
the back window on the passenger side.
At 8:30 the same morning, a student reported that his gray Ford Ranger was
burglarized while it was parked on International Boulevard near Tandy Hall.
Stolen were a portable CD player, an ashtray containing 200 pennies and
ATM receipts.
At 9:17 a.m. the same morning, a 2000 Mercury Grand Marquis and a 1995
Chevrolet Blazer collided in the parking lot next to the Life and Health
Sciences building.
At 11:05 a.m., a Campus Police officer was dispatched to the library in reference to a leafy substance found in the men's restroom on the second floor.
Further examination conducted at police headquarters concluded that the substance was marijuana. The substance was destroyed.
--Compiled by Ildefonso Ortiz
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Student Soapbox
How are you preparing for finals?
"I'm just going to the Student Center,
trying to get some help there and
having friends over getting together
so we can study. I guess that's the
way I can help myself and study."
--Roger Gonzalez
Freshman health science major

"I'm studying a lot, going to
[Supplemental Instruction] sessions
and the LAC frequently."
--Eligio Sanchez
Freshman engineering major

"I'm studying nights after work and
every time I can. Studying with
friends for all the preparation I can."

Chess
Continued from Page 1
Karpov, who dominated chess from
1975-85, and Kasparov, who in 1985
became the youngest player ever to win
the world championship and who defeated IBM's supercomputer "Deep Blue" in
1996.
The chess coach is a native of Georgia,
a former republic of the Soviet Union.
"I went to the University of Georgia,
studied chemistry," Dzindzichashvili
said.
He began playing chess at age 6.
"At the age of 13 I was a very strong
player," he said. "I won [the] Soviet
[championship]. I also won the World
Student Championship and 11 or 12
international events. [I was] U.S. champion twice (1983 and 1989)."
The coach was hired April 10 and said
he has enjoyed his time in Brownsville,
so far.
"People are very friendly, I like every
one of them very much," he said.
Asked why he decided to come to
UTB/TSC, Dzindzichashvili replied,
"That is [what] everyone wants to know.
[The] chess level is so low but the interest [here] is so high, so it's like a challenge."
The coach said he does not yet have a
set strategy or goal for the team, he just
wants to make the university a very
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strong contender in chess.
"I will have goals when I know exactly how we are moving," he said. "This is
like starting from scratch. Ask me the
same question three months later, then
I'll tell you what plans we have, but now
it's too soon, I don't know."
UTB/TSC Chess Team member Erick
Vallarino said he has high hopes for the
team now that Dzindzichashvili is on
board.
"Everybody is very excited, we all
look upon him as the guy that will take
us to the next level," Vallarino said. "We
have a chance to be a top team in the
nation."
Vallarino said the team, which consists
of five players, met its new coach April
13.
Solis
said
that
under
Dzindzichashvili's tutelage, there is no
limit to what the Scorpion chess team
will accomplish.
"Right now we have three solid players and we have the second highest state
collegiate place," Solis said. "Imagine
what we'll do when players from the
high schools begin coming in and are
trained by this guy. It will be like being
taught physics by Einstein."
Dzindzichashvili said he plans on staying with the UTB/TSC Chess Team until
he accomplishes his goals.
"I'm going to be here until they get sick
of me or I get sick of them," he said.

ASPIRE honors faculty

--Alonso Guerrero
Freshman medicine major

"I'm getting all my notes together,
seeing what [the professors] are asking for and I'm going to start studying."
Alondra Flores
Junior chemistry major

--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
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James Mills, a lecturer in the Social Sciences Department, holds the
award he received from students in the ASPIRE program during its sixth
annual Faculty Appreciation Luncheon April 10 at the SET-B third-floor
conference room. Looking on is Rogenna Provenzano, director of the
SSSP/ASPIRE program. Also receiving the faculty appreciation award
were Laura Villarreal, an associate master technical instructor in the
Mathematics Department, and Aragelia Salazar, an adjunct in the
Modern Languages Department, according to Norma Medina, ASPIRE
secretary and luncheon organizer. ASPIRE is a tutoring and mentoring
program.
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Club Spotlight

Supporting the troops

Name: Texas Music Educators
Association Club
Purpose: To stimulate professional growth, promote public
awareness of music education in the
public and private schools, and to
foster productive working relationships with other organizations having similar goals.
Established: Fall 1999
Advisers: Michael Quantz and
Sally Trenfield
President: Lisa M. Flores
Vice President: Tammy Garza
Secretary: Eugenie Kim
Treasurer: Fred Hernandez
Historian: Ana Nuñez

Parliamentarian:
Michael
Espinoza
Events: Annually attends the
Texas Music Educators Association
Convention in San Antonio. Every
fall hosts the recital fund-raiser,
"Night of A Thousand Notes."
Community Service: Special
Olympics, St. Joseph Academy's
food drive.
Open to: Everyone.
Meets: At 1 p.m. Friday in
Eidman Hall's band hall.
For more information, contact:
Michael Quantz at 983-7527 or
Sally Trenfield at 983-7701.
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
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Michelle Solis, an academic adviser for New Student Relations,
and junior music major Justin Villanueva look over some of the
supplies donated by the university community to U.S. service men
and women stationed overseas. Solis said five large boxes containing snacks, toiletries, books and music CDs were collected over a
two-week period and sent to KRGV NewsChannel 5 on April 11.
The TV station will forward them to the American Red Cross for
distribution.

alternative certification for teachers
now offering summer training institutes
in the McAllen and Harlingen areas!

Do you want to do what matters?

TEACHING MATTERS.
Do you want to teach? Do you have a degree?
If your answers to these questions is yes,
act-rgv offers a teacher preparation and certification
program with an internship for degreed persons who want to teach,
want a career change, want to follow a dream. The internship makes
you eligible for employment as a full-time, fully paid classroom
teacher. act's innovative, rigorous, fast-paced program offers
access to teaching for the non-traditional student, preparation for
a successful first year of teaching, and extensive support during
teaching through professional development seminars and
preparation or tutoring sessions for all appropriate TExES
certification exams. act offers certification programs at the
elementary and secondary levels, bilingual, special education, trade
& industry, and career ed. Preparation sessions begin in
June in the McAllen area and July in the Harlingen area
for eligibility to begin teaching in August, 2003.

act now, contact
alternative certification for teachers - rio grande valley
Bring a transcript and come see us at
3700 North 10th St., Suite 201
McAllen, Texas
Open Monday through Thursday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
(@ corner of N. 10th and Kerria, at Kerria Plaza Building)
Call us @ 956-994-9732 or Toll Free @ 1-866-248-5464
e-mail us at jtrevino@actrgv.com

Teaching is where the action is!

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Texas Music Educators Association Club include
(seated, from left) Lisa M. Flores, president; and Tammy Garza,
vice president. Standing: Fred Hernandez, treasurer; Sally
Trenfield, adviser; Ana Nuñez, historian; Eugenie Kim, secretary;
Michael Quantz, adviser; and Michael Espinoza, parlimentarian.

Who’s Your Coach For
Retirement Planning?

PAGE 8 • April 21, 2003

Sports

The Collegian

Scorpions out of playoffs but still playing hard
Jorge Varela, who pitched 3 2/3
the ninth to make the score 10-5.
innings, relieved him. He shut down
Scorpion starter Hill took the
the Palominos, as he allowed no runs
loss as he allowed four
The UTB/TSC Scorpions faced the on two hits.
runs in two innings
Laredo Community College Palominos
Laredo starter Mario Santiago
pitched.
Palominos'
in a four-game series on April 12-13. scattered six hits, walked one and
starter Omar Martinez
The first three games, which were con- gave up no runs for the win.
picked up the win as he
ference matches, were won by Laredo
"We got shut out [in Game 1]
pitched five innings,
and the fourth game, a non-conference because the pitcher did an excelallowing four runs
match, was won by UTB/TSC.
lent job and we really couldn't
on 11 hits and
In Game 1 April 12, Laredo won 4-0. hit the ball a whole lot that
three walks.
The Palominos got on the board in the game," Head Coach Eliseo
Designated hitfirst on an RBI triple by second base- Herrera said.
ter Treviño went 3 for 5
man Tony Ramos. The score became 4Game 2 featured more
with two singles and a dou0 in the third on a three-run home run offense on both sides
ble; shortstop Robbie Gomez
by catcher Matt Miller.
but Laredo still
scored two runs; first baseThe best offensive showings for the came away with
man
Jimmy
Young
Scorpions were turned in by catcher the win 10-5. The
reached base four times on
Carlos Treviño, who went 2 for 2 with Scorpions stayed in
three hits and a walk and
two singles and a walk and Jason Hill, the game late, trailing 6-4 before
scored a run;
J
ACKIE
B
ARRIENTES
/C
OLLEGIAN
who went 2 for 3 with two singles.
L a r e d o
and Charles
Scorpion starter Hiram Lopez added one
Montalvo went 2 for 4
Scorpion pitcher Hiram Lopez
pitched 3 1/3 innings for the loss. He in the sixth
with two singles, a walk, a
allowed four runs on six hits, walked and two in the seventh to make the stolen base, a run scored and a RBI.
two, hit a batter and struck out one. game 9-4. Both teams scored a run in
Game 3 saw the Scorpions lose a
heartbreaker as they led the game 2-0
until the ninth. Both runs were scored
in the first on a single by third baseman
Eric Flores. The Scorpions were cruising until the ninth. Starter Efren Rivera
got into some trouble and Herrera
brought Julio Ruiz in to close it. After
a few hits and some walks, the
Palominos had scored four runs to go
ahead.
"We led 2-0 from the bottom of the
first all the way to the top of the ninth
with one out, Efren ran into some trouble and Julio [Ruiz] came into the
game and he struggled a little bit also
and we ended up losing 4-2," Herrera
said. "That right there epitomizes a lot
of our games this year. The inexperience of a young ball club going against
an experienced ball club."
The Scorpion bats came alive as
UTB/TSC outslugged the Palominos
12-6 in non-conference Game 4. It
seemed as though the Palominos might
sweep the series as they got off to a
fast start scoring four runs in the first,
but UTB/TSC came back and scored
three runs: two runs scored on an error
by the Palomino pitcher Hector
Gonzalez and the third on a blooper by
ALEJANDRO RIVERA/COLLEGIAN
Flores that the center fielder couldn't
catch.
Porter High School senior Vanessa Mata signs a letter of intent
In the bottom of the second,
Wednesday to play at UTB/TSC next fall. She will vie for a posiUTB/TSC
put the game out of reach
tion as setter. Also shown are Coach Skippy Brown and her parfor
Laredo
as they had six runs. The
ents, Tito Mata and Zelma Mata, chairman of the Kinesiology
Palominos pulled Gonzalez in the secDepartment. “I’m really excited about playing here at UTB,”
ond with no outs and the bases loaded
Mata said. “I’m going to work all summer so that I will be able to
in favor of reliever Brian Stewart, but
contribute as much as I can.”
he didn't fare any better and was pulled
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

Set to contribute

after a lead-off double in the third.
Ramos, who was playing second prior
to pitching, replaced him on the mound
and had better success against the
Scorpions as they were shut out for
two straight innings. The Palominos
scored one in the fourth on a sacrifice
fly by left fielder Jose Encarnacion and
another in the fifth on another sacrifice
fly by third baseman John Paez, but
that was the end of the Laredo rally.
The Scorpions finally figured Ramos'
pitching to score three runs off of him
on a two-run single by Treviño and a
RBI double by Hawk Scott.
Some notables were Ruiz, who
scored three runs and had an RBI;
Treviño, who had three RBIs and
scored two runs; Flores, who went 3
for 4 with two singles, a double and
two RBIs; Robbie Gomez with two
RBIs; and the winning pitcher, starter
Esteban Sanchez, who scattered four
hits, five walks, hit two batters and
struck out five Palominos.
"Esteban Sanchez threw a complete
game [Game 4] and we got a lot of
good performances from Charles
[Montalvo], Robbie [Gomez] and
Jimmy [Young]," Herrera said about
some of the players who stepped up
during the Laredo series. "They've
been getting more and more playing
time, contributed big time and they've
earned more playing time for this next
series."
With the season nearing the end
(only the series against Blinn College
on Saturday and Sunday remains),
Herrera explained that despite the team
being out of the playoffs, he is still
concentrating on what is left of the
season.
"We are just trying to win one game
at a time," he said. "We've been playing some good baseball, it's just sometimes you're out-talented."
Herrera describes this year as a
learning experience and said he still
stresses to the players to always give
maximum effort on and off the field.
"This year has been a challenge and
a good one because you learn with
challenges," he said, assessing his first
season. "You always want to win more
but I personally have a better understanding of what the league is made of.
You need power pitching, speed and
power hitting. You need to be solid
defensively up the middle. Right now
things are heating up as far as recruiting. You have to win the recruiting
game first before you can win games
on the field."
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Jordan seems to really mean retirement this time
By Sam Smith
Chicago Tribune
PHILADELPHIA--Bye, Mike. It has
been a long, sometimes strange, mostly
exciting, always memorable trip. It has
given everyone reason to smile, and
there's no reason to be sad now. If,
indeed, it was for the love of the game, it
was a very splendid thing.
"When you've got to give up something you love, obviously it's an emotional situation," Michael Jordan said
Wednesday following the final game of
his NBA career. "I came to grips with it
before tonight. Tonight just brings back
the impact you have had on people,
everywhere you have played. To hear
them yell and pay respects that way is a
chilling event. I felt proud about what I
have done over the years. I'm happy with
it. I can move on without a problem.
"I'm a guy who loved the game,"
Jordan added, a cigar in his hand, his
voice strong and his heart on his sleeve.
"I never took the game for granted. I was
true to the game and the game was very
true to me. It's like trying to determine
how long you're going to love a person.
Love is a very delicate thing. Once you
love it, you never lose the love. You
never know when you can walk away. I
tried a couple of times for different reasons. But as much as I love the game,
there's other components (now) that need
my love, my attention, and I can easily
walk away."
Jordan paused for further reflection.
"Each time I tried to put a time frame
on when this love was going to be over
between me and basketball, it really wasn't," he said. "And I don't think it ever
will. It's just that I got strong enough to
say I need to move away from it."
The career of perhaps the greatest basketball player in history officially ended
with 1 minute 45 seconds left in the

Rookie’s Corner
Last Wednesday was the end of a
brilliant career for the third time.
Michael Jordan, the basketball star, is
no more, at least not on the court for in
our hearts he will always be the
tongue-wagging, gravity-defying man
who soared into our imaginations.
In our minds he will do what he cannot in real life, he will forever stay
young. No other player in my mind is
equal to Jordan. We were all susceptible to running across a Bulls game and
just stopping to see what jaw-dropping

Washington Wizards' 107-87 loss to the
Philadelphia 76ers. Jordan, flashbulbs
lighting up the First Union Center like an
explosion of stars, converted the second
of two free throws, then left the floor
with 15 points and a second consecutive 37-45 record with the
Wizards.
But this night, long in coming
though too soon for many, was
less about basketball than a
basketball player. An
extraordinary
one.
Everyone had witnessed these goodbyes before. They
wondered if it was
for good in 1993.
They thought it was
in for sure 1998.
Jordan says there's no
doubt now.
"People have said,
`my first time,' `my second time' ... this is the
final retirement," Jordan
insisted. "You don't have
to worry about me putting on another uniform."I
feel
it.
Basketball has been like
my
best
friend.
Sometimes you have to
grow up and move
away from your best
friend. But it's always
going to be there in
my mind and nothing
is going to erase
what
I
have
attained."
One of those
things is the highest scoring average in NBA history
over Philadelphia's
own
Wilt

Chamberlain. Yet the locals, known for
their notorious behavior toward famous
figures, offered a career's worth of adulation for Jordan. After a rousing introduction by former Bulls announcer Ray
Clay, they opened the game with an
ovation that lasted nearly three minutes and drew Jordan back onto the
floor with another one late in the
fourth quarter.
"Hopefully ... our league will do what
(other leagues) did with (Wayne)
Gretzky and Jackie Robinson and
every time you walk into an
arena, you will see No. 23 and
realize what an impact he had
on our sport," 76ers coach Larry
Brown said.
For now, Jordan gets to see
what impact he can have
in Washington.
He addressed the
crowd after the
pregame ovation
and the gift of a golf
cart (he played golf
all day before the
game). There's a
question of how
much management
control he'll get if
he chooses to return
to the Wizards'
front office, and
questions
about
how the players
will respond. Jerry
Stackhouse, who
begged out of the
game,
talked
about "the Michael
Jordan Farewell
Tour" finally coming to
an end and said,
"Everyone is looking forward to a new era." Wizards
players were contentious with

dunk Jordan would do next. Even his
teammates were guilty of stopping to
see the hard court "Great One".
Jordan was our player. The player we
will one day tell our children about.
The man that could fly. We will
remember and recount the images he
has left for us to see. The three stages
of his basketball life. The first being his
entrance into the NBA and his establishment as a great player. Greater than
the Birds and Johnsons. Demanding
respect from the Barkleys and the
Ewings. He would retire and walk
away.
The dark years followed as one of the

greatest basketball players of all time
struggled to stay above the Mendoza
line. We saw as he hacked away at low,
high and bad pitches. We all felt glee as
he hit his first home run but then we all
got tired.
Soon Mike had his second wind and
he was back in the league donning a
No. 45 jersey. It was awkward but we
would get used to it because all that
mattered was that Jordan was back.
Soon he was in full stride, wearing No.
23 and winning championships but
retirement would soon come again.
The third stage of his career found
him being the president of Basketball

reporters who asked about their relationship with Jordan. Everyone agreed
changes were necessary, and missing the
playoffs was a collective failure.
But this was a night to celebrate a brilliant past, not to consider an uncertain
future.
Jordan got a last dunk just before halftime, but the Wizards were overwhelmed, down by double digits for virtually the last 40 minutes.
"It's tough to play when there's not
much emphasis on the game other than to
see Michael Jordan end his career,"
Jordan said.
It didn't bother anyone.
Jordan played 20 minutes in the first
half, but left with 4:13 left in the third
quarter and didn't intend to return. But
coach Doug Collins, responding to the
chanting crowd, asked him to make a
curtain call, and he did with 2:35 left.
Eric Snow fouled Jordan quickly and
Jordan went to the free-throw line. The
building lit up. Two shots hit nothing but
net. There was a quick foul and he was
gone.
"Basketball has been my life," Jordan
said. "It taught me a lot of things about
life in terms of respect, achievement,
hard work, setting goals, a lot of the basic
things in life. Now I have to be a good
supporter at home with my kids who are
getting at an age where they need more of
my time. My oldest is a basketball fanatic. I haven't taught him the game at all.
He probably needs to be taught a little bit
now. Just so he can be the best basketball
player he can be, as well as my other son.
"The first (retirement) had a lot of
issues involved," Jordan said. "The second I still wanted to play. But I didn't
want to play for the situation that was
occurring in Chicago. Now it's time for
me to move on. I have given everything I
could to the game. It's time. I know it. I
feel it."
Operations but something was beginning to churn in Jordan. It was the fire
inside us that drives us. Soon he found
himself shooting and playing ball.
Within time, the Washington Wizards
were a hot commodity in the NBA for
the first time since before leaving the
Bullets name behind. Jordan was just
that kind of person. You want to do
good for him because he demands it
and because he deserves it.
So now he leaves the game behind
once more but the question remains-Will we ever see No. 23 again? Who
knows but we will remember.
--Alejandro Rivera
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UTB/TSC obtiene entrenador de ajedrez de fama mundial
Por Ildefonso Ortiz
Editor de Tiempo Nuevo
El hombre que entrenó a leyendas del
ajedrez como Anatoly Karpov y Garry
Kasparov entrena ahora al equipo de
ajedrez de UTB/TSC.
Roman Dzindzichashvili, famoso
jugador de ajedrez, dos veces campeón
en los Estados Unidos, es uno de los
instructores de ajedrez más prolíficos en
el mundo. Entre sus obras en el tema, se
encuentran los videos de estrategia de
ajedrez “Foro Roman”.
El
Director
de
Actividades
Estudiantiles Vince Solís, que formó
parte del comité de búsqueda de instructores de ajedrez, dijo que estaba impresionado con el currículo de
Dzindzichashvili.
“Entrevistamos a cuatro candidatos”,
dijo Solís. “Lo que nos llamó la atención
al instante fueron sus habilidades
extremadamente altas. El es un jugador
de ajedrez de fama mundial. El tiene...

conexiones con jugadores de ajedrez de
fama mundial. Sus acreditaciones son
impecables”.
Dzindzichashvili incluye entre sus
estudiantes a dos de los mejores
jugadores en el mundo, Karpov, quien
dominó el ajedrez de 1975-85 y
Kasparov, que en 1985 se convirtió en el
jugador de ajedrez más joven en ganar
un campeonato mundial y quien derrotó
a la computadora de IBM “Deep Blue”
en 1996.
El instructor de ajedrez es originario
de Georgia, una república de la ex
Unión Soviética. “Fui a la Universidad
de Georgia, estudié química”, dijo
Dzindzichashvili.
El empezó a jugar ajedrez a los 6
años.
“A la edad de 13 años yo era un
jugador muy fuerte”, dijo él. “Gané [el
Campeonato] Soviético. También gané
el Campeonato Mundial Estudiantil y 11
ó 12 eventos internacionales. [Fui]
campeón de los Estados Unidos dos

veces (1983 y 1989)”.
El instructor fue contratado el 10 de
abril y dijo que ha disfrutado su estancia
en Brownsville hasta ahora.
“La gente es muy amistosa, me
agradan mucho cada una de las personas”, dijo él.
Se le preguntó por qué decidió venir a
UTB/TSC. Dzindzichashvili dijo, “Eso
es lo [que] todos quieren saber. [El]
nivel de ajedrez es muy bajo pero el
interés [aquí] está tan alto, es como un
reto”.
El instructor dice que todavía no tiene
una estrategia o meta para el equipo, él
solo quiere hacer de la universidad un
competidor muy fuerte en ajedrez.
“Tendré metas cuando sepa exactamente como nos movemos”, dijo él.
“Esto es como empezar de la nada.
Pregúntame ésto en tres meses y
entonces te diré que planes tengo, por el
momento es muy pronto, aún no lo sé”.
Erick Vallarino, miembro del Equipo
de Ajedrez de UTB/TSC, dijo que tiene
grandes esperanzas para el equipo ahora

Revisando la salud

que cuentan con Dzindzichashvili.
“Todos están muy emocionados, todos
lo vemos como el hombre que nos llevará al siguiente nivel”, dijo Vallarino.
“Tenemos la oportunidad de ser uno de
los mejores equipos de la nación”.
Vallarino dijo que el equipo, el cual
consiste de cinco integrantes, conoció a
su nuevo instructor el 13 de abril.
Solís dijo que bajo la tutela de
Dzindzichashvili no hay límite para lo
que el equipo Escorpión podrá alcanzar.
“Ahora contamos con tres jugadores
sólidos y tenemos el segundo lugar a
nivel universitario estatal”, dijo Solís.
“Imagina lo que haremos cuando los
jugadores de las preparatorias empiecen
a venir y sean entrenados por este hombre. Será como ser enseñado física por
Einstein”.
Dzindzichashvili dijo que planea permanecer con el Equipo de Ajedrez de
UTB/TSC hasta que alcance sus metas.
“Voy a estar aquí hasta que ellos se
harten de mí o me harte de ellos”, dijo
él.

Breve
Sigma Delta Pi anuncia su primer taller literario titulado "Cuéntame un
Cuento" para niños de 6 a 10 años a las 11 a.m. el sábado en la biblioteca Arnulfo Oliveira Memorial. La encargada del comité es Oralia Villareal.

Estudiante de Hoy
Por Lorena Cruz
Reportera

POR DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Michael J. Lord, estudiante de asistente médico, revisa el peso de
Rolando San Miguel, estudiante de mantenimiento de aires
acondicionados, como parte de las actividades de la feria de la
salud en honor al Día Nacional del Servicio Juvenil el pasado 11
de abril entre los edificios Norte y Sur. Como parte del evento
varias organizaciones dieron información y realizaron exámenes
de salud incluyendo: presión arterial, porcentaje de grasa, glucosa, y diabetes.

Nombre: Christopher Littrell
Edad: 35 años
Promedio: 3.2
Clasificación: estudiante del último año.
Especialidad: Psicología
Afiliaciones: Centro de Asistencia
para el Aprendizaje (LAC) Asistente
Suplemental de Aprendizaje.
Pasatiempos: jugar juegos de
destreza como ajedrez y de computación, ayudar a estudiantes.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? “Mi reto más grande ha sido
poder decidir que carrera quería y lo
que quería hacer después de la universidad”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas a corto y
largo plazo? “Mis metas a corto
plazo son el terminar mi carrera para
después tomar una maestría y hacer

mi doctorado y a largo plazo, ser un
instructor universitario”.
¿Qué has hecho en beneficio de la
comunidad? “Soy un donador de
sangre y yo siento que ayudar a los
estudiantes en sus clases beneficia a
la comunidad, más que nada, me
gusta ser voluntario para cualquier
actividad que surja en la comunidad”.
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Elections
Continued from Page 1
presidential candidates what their
goals are if elected.
"My goal is to represent the student
body of UTB/TSC to the best of my
ability," Salinas said. "I want to make
sure that I will do my best to work
closely with administrators, faculty,
staff and students. I will devote my
whole senior year [to serving as SGA
president if elected]; one of the benefits I think I have is that I work on
campus, I have good relationships
with the students and I know that I
will do my part … to better this university because UTB/TSC is growing

On Campus
and we need a strong student government."
Camarillo said he wants to pick up
where he left off if elected president
for the 2003-2004 academic year.
"There's still a lot of work to be
done, there's quite a bit of things that
I know our group wants to target and
one of my main issues is to seek a 24hour lab for our students," Camarillo
said. "We want to work with the
budget cuts and the budget issues that
are going to take place shortly. One
of the things that the student government needs is to be aware of what is
at stake and how much could be lost.
… We want to help to resolve that.
"[The] SGA is going to be seeking

Highway heroes
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some grant money; who would have
thought SGA starts writing grants?
Impossible. Well, we're going to start
this summer and these are some of
the things I want to follow through
on."
Among Camarillo's accomplishments are:
--Helping to register more than 700
students to vote
--Addressing the smoking issue on
campus
"When it comes down to it, experience is going to be a major issue and
I just want to continue the growth and
I want to continue working with the
students," Camarillo said.
Both candidates were instrumental
in persuading the university administration to issue biweekly paychecks
for UTB/TSC part-timers and workstudies.
Seventeen other students applied
for positions in the SGA. Since none
of those are being challenged, their
names will not appear on the ballot,
officials said.
"There's no sense in making the
students run if they know their position is guaranteed," said Student
Activities Director Vince Solis.
The students and the positions they
applied for are as follows:

Debra Ann Perez, senator at large;
Jorge Alberto Arredondo, senator at
large; Mark E. Robinson Jr.,
Freshman Council senator; Michelle
D. Garcia, vice president for
Administration; Rebecca Guerrero,
upper-level senator for the School of
Health Sciences; Susana Patricia
Perez, upper-level senator for the
School of Education; Monica Susana
Villarreal, vice president for
Accounting and Finance; Hugo A.
Perez, vice president for for Policy
and Procedures; Patricia Sanchez,
vice president for Public Relations;
Carolina Bocanegra, upper-level senator for the College of Liberal Arts;
Arturo Alvarado Jr., lower-level senator for the College of Liberal Arts;
David Jacinto, upper-level senator
for the School of Business; Luis
Antonio
Gutierrez,
Freshman
Council senator; Michael C.
Camarillo, Freshman Council senator; Erick Vallarino, senator at large;
Liliana Galindo, lower-level senator
for the School of Education; and
Elizabeth Alvarado, senator at large.
The 2003-2004 members of the
SGA will be sworn in Friday during
the Student Leadership Banquet at
The Village at Fort Brown's Fortress
Room.

THE FILEMON B. VELA PRE-LAW ACADEMY
At UTB/TSC
2003 APPLICATION
The Filemon B. Vela Pre-Law Academy is a non-credit, two-week preparatory program
for current UTB/TSC students, or recent UTB/TSC graduates, who are interested in
pursing a career in law. Some applicants already may have decided to attend law
school and are preparing to take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). (See LSAT
dates below.)
There will be no cost to applicants who are accepted for the Pre-Law Academy, but
they will be required to attend each day's activities from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for a twoweek period, May 12 to May 23. Each applicant must have no less than a 3.0 grade
point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale, as of January 13, 2003, and must have at least 60
hours of course credits by the end of the Spring Semester 2003. An applicant may
have any major.
Only twenty (20) applicants will be accepted for the Pre-Law Academy, at the sole
discretion of UTB/TSC, except that UTB/TSC will not discriminate in its selection on
the basis of race, ethnicity, gender, age, religion, or physical impairment. Please provide the information requested below
NAME:_____________________________UTB/TSC Student #:____________
(First)
(Last)

VIRGINIA ORTIZ/COLLEGIAN

Criminal justice majors George Piña and Lewis Vega bag trash
along FM 802, from Minnesota Avenue to Old Port Isabel Road,
on April 5. Pina and Vega are members of the Criminal Justice
Association, which has committed to cleaning up the two-mile
section of FM 802 for two years under the Texas Adopt-aHighway Program. The club is the only UTB/TSC organization
involved in the program, club members said. The group and their
sponsor, Harry O. White Jr., collected 45 bags of trash.cutline

Mailing Address:_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
Home Phone: (

University Major:_________________
GPA:__________

)____________________ Cell Phone: (

)______________

Email Address:________________________________
Each applicant must provide a one-page essay addressing the topic “Why I Want to be a Lawyer.”
The essay must be typed, double-spaced, in 12 point type, either in Arial or Times New Roman
font style. Attatch your essay to this application form. Completed applications and attached
essays must be submitted to the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs in Gorgas Hall
at UTB/TSC no later than 5 p.m., Monday, April 28, 2003.
The relevant LSAT test dates are: Monday, June 9, 2003; October 4, 2003; Wednesday, October 8, 2003; Saturday,
December 6, 2003; Monday, December 8, 2003; Saturday, February 7, 2004; and Monday, February 9, 2004. See the LSAT
website (http://www.lsac.org) for information about these test dates.
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Top industries for fresh job seekers
By Shawn Langlois
CBS MarketWatch
SAN FRANCISCO--The job market
for recent college graduates is as brutal as
it has been in two decades, but industries
poised to capitalize on the aging population and the uncertainty facing the nation
still offer ample opportunity.
In a survey conducted by the National
Association of Colleges and Employers,
companies expect to hire 3.6 percent
fewer graduates than they did a year earlier.
"It's going to be very tough out there
this year," said John Challenger, chief
executive of outplacement firm
Challenger, Gray & Christmas. "There
are lots of rejection notices out there."
An estimated 1.3 million college graduates are due to hit the pavement this
spring in an attempt to join a U.S. workforce that numbers about 135 million.
But with turnover rates highest at entrylevel positions, the jobs are certainly
there, Challenger said. Knowing where to
look is the key.
Here are the strongest professions job
experts say are worth considering right

out of college:
Healthcare--Aging baby boomers
should provide plenty of opportunity for
caregivers like pharmacists, physical therapists, audiologists, etc. There are currently 126,000 open nursing positions,
according to a report by HotJobs.com,
while many currently-employed nurses
are nearing retirement age.
Insurance--The greater the uncertainty,
the greater the need for insurance. Agents,
adjusters, researchers and many more
positions should stay in demand. Average
salaries range from nearly $20,000 up to
almost $85,000.
Biotechnology/Drugs--As
baby
boomers move deeper into their golden
years, the demand for prescriptions drugs
will pick up. Challenger also expects
opportunities to grow as more money is
dedicated to gene research. Affymetrix
and Applera are examples of two companies on the forefront of genomics.
Financial services--Financial planners
stand to gain from investors looking to
forego their company-sponsored 401k
and take control of their own savings.
Additionally, mortgage brokers should
continue to cash in on record low interest

rates and the nesting effect.
Education--Another sector that stands
to flourish as more and more people prepare to exit the workforce.
"There are a lot of educators approaching their retirement dates," said
Christopher Jones, vice president of content at HotJobs.com.
Energy--With the Iraq and the Middle
East in turmoil, the need for alternative
energy sources has never been more
apparent. Not only will there be an
increasing demand for research and
development, but workers will be needed
in marketing, sales, accounting, etc.
While job availability in the high-tech
arena is scarce relative to previous years,
pockets of strength still remain.
"Technology is immense," said Jones.

"In fact, there are some others where
we've seen only growth, like security specialists, for instance."
With the proliferation of hacked databases and the need to protect their information, this job title should stay popular
for a while.
Some of the leaders in this field include
Network Associates, RSA Security and
Symantec.
There are also opportunities in software
sales, according to Edwin Pollock,
regional president at job placement firm
Bernard Haldane Associates.
"Sales is probably the biggest opening
we're seeing right now," he said. "Of
course, many of these companies are still
See ‘Jobs,’ Page 16

Safe landing?

Brownsville Police Department
The Brownsville Police Department will administer an examination to
establish an eligibility list for the position of POLICE PATROLMAN
for the City of Brownsville, on MAY 27, 2003.

Position:
Hourly Wage:
Yearly Wage:

Patrolman I
$12.7483
$26,516.46

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age, and not as old as 36 years of
age, unless such applicants have at least five (5) years experience in the military or as a Peace Officer and have not yet reached their 45th birthday.
Applicants must be subject to a background investigation and interview prior
to appointment. All applicants must be able to read and write the English language. All applicants must be eligible for licensing by the Texas Commission
on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education.
-Applicants must have a high school diploma or
-GED and 12 college hours with a minimum of 2.0 GPA
-Applicants under 21 years old must have an associate’s degree or 60 semester credit hours or
24 months of active military experience with an honorable discharge
-No convictions, probation, deferred adjudication, or court ordered community service for a Class
B in the last ten (10) years
-No felony convictions(s)
-No family violence conviction(s)

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: Applicants must sign up at the
Office of the Director of Civil Service, Franklin T. Graham, Jr., at
2205 E. Los Ebanos Blvd., Brownsville, Texas, no later than 5:00 pm
on Tuesday, May 20, 2003. A driver’s license or other photographic identification must be presented when signing the application roster.
If you have any questions or require any additional assistance, please feel
free to call (956) 548-7011 Det. A. Trevino, Det. R. Gutierrez, Det. D. De
Leon, or Det. M. Culver.

CARLOS L. GARCIA
CHIEF OF POLICE

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Freshman engineering major and contest judge Luis Galvan is
shown after letting go of an entry in the Egg Drop contest, one of
10 events in UTB/TSC's fifth annual Science and Engineering
Competitions held April 11. The egg was protected with Styrofoam
and plastic straws, which kept it from breaking. More than 300
high school students from the Valley and Kingsville. took part in
the competitions hosted by the South Texas Engineering, Math and
Science Program.
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Government working out wrinkles in foreign student tracking system
By Diane Smith
and Jessamy Brown
Knight Ridder Newspapers
FORT WORTH--Universities and
immigration officials are trying to fix
kinks in a new automated system
designed to keep tabs on foreign students.
Numerous universities have reported
problems with the federal government's
Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System, a computerized
tracking system for foreigners who are
in the United States as academic or
vocational students, or as exchange visitors.
The tracking system, known as
SEVIS, has been a national security priority since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
Colleges and universities have been
working with the government to enter
student data into the system.
But it hasn't been easy.
"It's been plagued with multiple problems since its inception. The system is

not always programmed to do what regulations require us to do, so we have to
find ways to work around it," said Dotty
Horton, director of international advising at the University of North Texas in
Denton.
UNT's problems mirror those of other
institutions. Campus officials had problems getting on and staying on the system until additional servers were put in
place. They have been frustrated,
Horton said, with system "quirks and
glitches."
Sometimes the system does not
accept data or changes what has been
entered, officials at several universities
said. Additionally, it can take 30 minutes to an hour to enter a single record,
they said.
Officials at the Bureau of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
said they are working to fix the problems. Since early March, the government has tried to resolve problems with
accessing the system or being kicked
off. It is also trying to fix a glitch that

Mastering graphing calculators

SONIA MEJIA/COLLEGIAN

Olivia Garcia (right), assistant professor of mathematics, conducts
a workshop April 11 on the use of TI-82/TI-83 graphing calculators in preparation for final exams. Seated (from left) are students
Denise Gallegos, Gloria Garcia and Jose Carlos Manrique. Three
workshops, organized by Garcia and Assistant Professors Imelda
Peña and Roger Contreras, were conducted this semester. Topics
corresponded to mathematical concepts in introductory, intermediate, college and business algebra, and math for liberal arts.
Associate Master Technical Instructors Laura Villarreal and Fred
Warnke, and Assistant Professor Anthony Lerma assisted in the
review of a final examination.

occurs when a school inputs information but gets a printout with information
from another university.
"The data-transference problem is
one that is happening sporadically,"
said Chris Bentley, a bureau
spokesman.
Although the mistakes appear on
printouts, the information is correct in
the database and isn't a "huge security
issue," Bentley said, adding that the
glitches come with implementing the
system.
University officials have emphasized
concerns that inaccuracies could create

numerous problems for international
students because it tracks physical
addresses and school attendance.
The Washington Post recently reported that the record of a foreign student
attending Harvard University had suddenly appeared on a computer at
Cornell University. George Mason
University, attempting to retrieve its
data, pulled up the private record of a
Princeton University student. For a
time, records crisscrossed the country
so frequently that government troubleSee ‘Foreign,’ Page 16
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The freedom to talk back
By Edward Achorn
Providence Journal
For a number of years, the liberal
armies of academia and some of the
news media did a good job bottling up
conservative ideas by branding them
hateful, or divisive, or unworthy of serious discussion. That worked for a while,
until the resulting pressure created an
explosion of conservative talk radio and
a booming industry in accusations of
news-media bias.
The shoe has been rather on the other
foot of late, and the conservative ranks
are now gloating. With most of the
nation solidly behind the war effort, and
young Americans suffering and dying in
Iraq, the more bizarre pronouncements
of left-wing celebrities and antiAmerican academics are no longer
being shrugged off. They have been met
with the force of public opinion and the
spending decisions of irritated consumers.
Indeed, it has become politically
incorrect gratuitously to knock the president and question America's moral
authority. Some well-known examples:
--The Dixie Chicks, an immensely
popular band, landed in the deep fryer
when lead singer Natalie Maines told a
London crowd as war approached: "Just
so you know, we're ashamed the presi-

dent of the United States is from Texas."
Radio announcers called for a boycott,
sales of their CDs plummeted, and the
mere mention of their names prompted
booing at the Country Music Television
Awards.
--Columbia University assistant professor Nicholas DeGenova, at a public
event, branded patriots as white
supremacists and said that "the only true
heroes are those who find ways that
help defeat the U.S. military." He added,
"I personally would like to see a million
Mogadishus"-- a reference to the 1993
debacle in Somalia, when American
troops were dragged through the streets.
The university was bombarded with
complaints, and its president said that
DeGenova's teaching "crosses the line."
--Susan Sarandon and her partner, Tim
Robbins, lost some gigs when people
became fed up with their anti-war diatribes. Last week, the Baseball Hall of
Fame canceled a celebration of their
1988 movie, "Bull Durham." Dale
Petroskey, president of the Hall of
Fame, said that their "very public" criticism of the war could "put our troops in
even more danger," and he did not want
to provide the pair with yet another platform.
--Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., got pelted
with criticism when he called for
"regime change" in the United States, to

Letter to the Editor
Editor's note: The following e-mail, from a former UTB/TSC student now
serving in the military to UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García, was forwarded to The Collegian from the Office of News & Information.
I hope you and you and your family are doing fine. [The soldiers of the
812th Quartermaster Company in Harlingen] are assigned to help the Special
Operations Command Center, which means we are helping the Special Forces
Group from Fort Bragg, N.C.
We are still training to keep up with soldier skills and Military
Occupational Speciality Skills (MOS's). Yesterday, I was assigned to help
"ambush" a company. We set up a perimeter and waited for a convoy to pass,
and then we opened fire. (Of course, we used caution.)
The scenarios are all different, but they are realistic. War games, as we call
it. It is actually fun. We got home at 4 a.m. and got rested and tomorrow we
will do it all over again. This time it will be another company, other soldiers
we will try to ambush.
Well, Dr. García, just wanted to keep you informed that the soldiers of the
812th Quartermaster Company are doing well and we will keep on training
and doing our part for our country.
Thank you for continued support for the troops.
Sgt. Steve Rodriguez
U.S Army

go along with regime change in Iraq.
Some people were offended at his drawing an implicit parallel between the
butcher of Baghdad, a mass murderer
who posed a threat to U.S. security, and
the president of the United States--especially at the very moment when U.S.
soldiers were risking their necks to free
both America and Iraq from Saddam
Hussein's homicidal inclinations.
All this would seem to give credence
to the observation of one of America's
most flamboyant critics, Gore Vidal:
"For the average American, freedom of
speech is simply the freedom to repeat
what everyone else is saying, and no
more."
But of course freedom of speech is
not worth much if people do not have
the freedom to respond. That includes
the freedom to refrain from buying a
CD or the freedom to remember a politician's inanities on Election Day. It even
includes the freedom of an institution to
withdraw an invitation--although the
institution's action will in turn be judged
by the public. (The Hall of Fame is certainly looking remarkably petty for its
snub of Sarandon and Robbins, imbecilic though their pronouncements often
are.)
What the First Amendment does is
prevent the government from stopping
most speech. That is crucial, because
even if private institutions and individuals attempt to stifle speech, ideas have a
way of circulating--as long as the government stands back.
The First Amendment does not mean
that one has the right to speak and bear
no consequences for that speech. If people get angry at celebrities or radio talk-

show hosts or newspaper columnists for
spouting ill-informed propaganda, they
have a perfect right to do so. Vidal may
sneer, but some of what critics brand
American close-mindedness is the
propensity of people to talk back to
"betters" who think their pontifications
should go unchallenged.
Nevertheless, I would pray that
Americans would refrain from boycotting and banning. We especially need
to be on guard against powerful interest
groups that want their side to be told,
and no other. The First Amendment
would be quickly eviscerated by the
politicians if they perceived that citizens
were getting into the habit of stifling or
shouting down speech that offends
them--liberal or conservative. It is
human nature to feel uncomfortable
about speech that challenges one's prejudices. But it should be obvious that
America's great strength--as a nation
and an inspiration--comes straight out of
its tradition of fostering vigorous debate
and the free flow of ideas.
We are best off when we open ourselves to ideas that clash with our own;
when we consider the source (recognizing that celebrity or even academic title
does not necessarily confer knowledge);
when we listen to the argument; and
when we come back with an argument
of our own.
In fact, that's what this newspaper
page is all about.
Edward Achorn is the Providence
Journal's deputy editorial pages editor.
Readers may write to him at the
Providence Journal, 75 Fountain St.,
Providence, R.I. 02902, or by e-mail at
eachorn@projo.com.
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Jobs
Continued from Page 12
laying off lots of high-salaried people from the dot-com revolution."
Pollock suggested job seekers look to viable companies that have reduced their
workforce considerably, as they would be the most likely to replace workers "at a
more reasonable compensation."
"Microsoft is doing great things with how they're hiring grads," said Challenger.
"The best people looking for the best people."
Finally, Pollock offered this bit of advice should the search come to a grinding halt:
"Go to the company you want to work for and volunteer to work for nothing--offer
your services as an intern or whatever you want to call it."
"If you're good, the company will find a spot for you."

Foreign
Continued from Page 13
shooters gave the problem a name: "bleeding."
"We are not entering students at the large number that Harvard might be, but we
have had technical issues as well," said John Singleton, director of international
student services at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth.
Singleton said he's been booted off the system when he momentarily turned his
attention away from entering information.
"We have had a couple days where we've tried to get on and the system was
down," he said. "At this point I'm willing to call it the learning curve."
UNT began entering data in January, and information on at least 200 of 2,000
students has been entered into the system. All records must be entered by August,
Horton said.
Computer glitches also surfaced at the University of Texas at Austin, which has
4,500 international students. During the school's spring break, officials couldn't
access SEVIS to make real-time changes.
The university, which also sends student data in batches to the tracking system,
has experienced some "bleeding," said Kitty Villa, assistant director of UT's international office. She said they had an error in which the person's last name was listed as an address that wasn't even in their computer system.

The Collegian is accepting applications for
Collegian editor, Tiempo Nuevo editor, Collegian
Online editor and advertising manager for the
2003-2004 academic year. Applicants must have
a 2.2 GPA or better. Applications are available at
The Collegian Office. Deadline to apply is 5 p.m.
April 30. For more information, call 554-5142.

Art scholarship offers
summer study in Mexico
The UTB/TSC Fine Arts Department is accepting applications for the first
annual Oris Robertson Study in Mexico Summer Scholarship, which is open
to upper-division art majors, minors and graduate students committed to a
career in the visual arts.
Robertson was a highly successful artist who spent many years living in
Mexico and whose work was inspired by Mexican culture.
The scholarship recipient will spend five weeks (July 5-Aug. 9) studying
art in historic San Miguel de Allende. Located in central Mexico, this colonial town is home to two important arts schools, numerous art galleries, and
an active cultural community of artists, musicians and writers.
In addition to the application form, applicants must submit a letter of intent,
a UTB/TSC transcript and notebook portfolio.
The deadline for submitting an application is 1 p.m. Friday in the Fine Arts
Office in Eidman Hall. A selection committee will choose the top four candidates on April 30. The committee will interview the finalists on May 5 and
will choose the scholarship recipient on May 7. The recipient will be notified
on May 8.
For further information, call Associate Professor Nancy Slight at 544-8909.

ATTENTION
Scholarship
Information
Noyce Scholarship for Future Teachers
of Mathematics and Science Program
This program provides funding to students willing to
teach a minimum of two years for each year of funding
within the University of Texas service area.
Students must:
Have been accepted into the School of Education
Be enrolled in 12 credit hours/semester
(waived for ACP students)
Be a mathematics or science major with a program of
study on file
For more information/application, contact Dr. Reynaldo Ramirez
in the School of Education, Department of Curriculum and
Instruction, Office 15B. Phone: 956-982-0201
or e-mail: reyr@utb.edu
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